Dear ICED Friends,

Praise the LORD that I safely arrived in Minneapolis yesterday afternoon, completing my month long trip to China. After an eventful beginning (due to the swine flu panic in China), all four missions designed for the trip were accomplished.

As planned, I gave lectures to over 200 students from both Schools of Foreign Languages and Education at Anqing Teachers College (ATC), which were said to be well-received and laid a good foundation for ICED's future influence over the 20,000 student college. Though my focus of those lectures was on the academic areas, I successfully infused the talks with world views such as integrity, and character development. After each session, I was normally surrounded with eager students and colleagues who raised questions related to the purpose of life and the Truth. Their pursuit seemed to be genuine and indicated a great potential for ICED's work within higher education in China. Besides, ICED is invited again to partner with ATC and China Ministry of Education in cosponsoring the third International Conference on Teacher Education this October.

Because  we have gained complete trust and confidence of ATC's leadership, they expressed their desire to expand our relationship with them. For example, they extended an open invitation for ICED to help them with their education in the area of humanities and liberal arts; the leadership expressed interest in taking advantage of ICED's expertise in the area of education. That means we can send teachers to teach literally every subject, including history, philosophy, foreign language, geometry, education, etc. Doug and I were thankful for and encouraged by the opportunities we are given by our Chinese colleagues. [Dr. Rick Cornish is invited to teach American history again in the month of November, 2009]

Lastly, Doug and I have also expanded ICED's partnership in Guangdong province (aka Canton) which has expressed a strong interest in our service in Principal Superintendent Training (PST), English teacher training (ETT), and Vocational Skills Training (VST). Since Guangdong  is one of the most developed regions in China, our influence in its education system will certainly offer us an advantage in getting wider recognition in China. In addition, with help of my connections with Qinghua University (the Chinese version of MIT), Doug and I visited its graduate school campus in Shenzhen, an hour train ride from Guangzhou, the capital seat of Guangdong province. Through our meeting with my contact Dr. George Li, a faculty at Qinghua University, we found they would also be interested in partnership with ICED in providing training seminars for professionals including higher education teachers.

Though some of the areas mentioned above are still at a preliminary stage and also we wanted to continue our focus of our limited resources on ABTC, Doug and I were encouraged to see the increasing need and demand for ICED's service which is a great way for us to establish ourselves and gain credibility within the Chinese higher education system. 

Again, thank you for your faithful concern which have undoubtedly been answered, evidenced by the success of Doug's and my China trip.

Blessings on you and your loved ones!

Love in Christ,

Sam
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